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Samuel Adams, Eſq. 


Lieutenant-Governor and Commander in Chief of the CommonweaLTH of 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


A PROCLAMATION 


For a Day of PUBLIC FASTING, HUMILIATION and PRAYER. 


I: having been the invariable Practice from the time when our pious and re- 


nowned Anceſtors took poſſeſſion of this Land, at the approaching Seaſon of the Year, to ſet apart a Day 
publicly to acknowledge an entire dependance on the Father of all Mercies for every needful Bleſſing. 
and to expreſs Sorrow and Repentance for the manifold Tranſgreſſions of His Holy Laws: And the 
Practice being highly becoming all People, eſpecially thoſe who proteſs the Chriſtian Religion: 
—dd — — — — — — — . — — * . FFF r 
THavz wought fit, by, and with the Advice of the Couxcii to appoint THURSDAY, the Seventeenth 
| Day of APRIZ, next, to be obſerved throughout this Conimonwealth as a Day of PupLic FasTinG, Humiliation and 
+ = RAYER ; earneſtly exhorting the Miniſters of Religion to aſl *mble with their reſpective Congregations on the ſame Day 
that, ly lee our Ingratitude to our Heavenly Father, to whom we are under all poilible Obligations, and our ma- 
ny deviations from thoſe right and ſafe Paths into which, as our Supreme Governor, he hath plainly directed us, we may with 
one Heart and Voice humbly implore his gracious and free Pardon, through J=sus CHRIST, ſupplicating his Divine aid that 
we may become a reformed and happy People. At the ſame time humbly beſeeching nin, mercifully to regard our Lives 
and Health, ſo that no infectious and mortal Diſtemper may prevail amongſt us: To favour our Land with the alternate 
Benefits of Rain and warmth of the Sun; and that our hopes of a plentiful Harveſt may not be diſappointed by devouring 
InſeQs, or any other calamity :—To proſper our Trade and Fiſhery, and the labour of our Hands: To protect our Naviga- 
tion from the rapacious Hands of Invaders and Robbers on the Seas, and graciouſly to open a Door of Deliverance to our 
Fellow-Citizens in cruel captivity in a Land of Barbarians To continue and confirm our Civil and Religious Liberties ; 
and for that great purpoſe to bleſs and direct our Univerſity, and all Seminaries and Schools of Education: Io guide and 
ſuccced the Councils of our Federal Government, as well as thoſe of the ſeveral States in Union, that under their reſpect- 
ive Conſtitutions they may be led to ſuch deciſions as will eſtabliſh the Liberty, Peace, Safety and Honour of our country ;— 
To inſpire our Friends and Allies, the Republic of France, with a ſpirit of Wiſdom and true Religion, that firmly relying on 
the ſtrength of His Almighty Arm, they may ſtill go on prof peroully, till their arduous Conflict for a Government of their 
own, founded on the juſt and equal Rights of Men, thall be finally crowned with ſucceſs :—And above all, to cauſe the Reli- 
gion of Jesvs Curisr, in its true Spirit, to ſpread far and wide, till the whole Earth ſhall be filled with His Glory. 


... 


And I do earneſtly recommend that all unneceſſary Labour and Recreation may be ſuſpended on | 
ſaid Day. Fi 


GIVEN at the Council-Chamber, in Boſton, the Nineteenth Day of February, in the Tear of our 
LORD, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ninety-Four, and in the Eighteenth Year of the Independence of the United 


States of America. 
SAMUEL ADAMS. 


By His Honor's command, with the Advice and Conſent of the Council, | 
| ] OHN AVER . jun. Secretary. 


GOD ſave the Common ccalthb of Maſſachuſetts ! 
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